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“| enthusiastically refer ER Associates’
leadership development to any
business executive looking to go
beyond the status quo tfoward

a high performance culture.”

Richard J. Bailey

Vice President Talent Management
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Co-owners Justin Hamilton, left, and Christopher Stern have moved their firm into its new

headquarters on Monroe Avenue in Pittsford.

Construction

firm settles

into new Pittsford home

Hamilton Stern’s owners
have grown firm to 12
staffers since launch

By TROY L. SMITH

Justin Hamilton and Christopher Stern,
co-owners of Hamilton Stern Construction
LLC, finally can put their feet up and relax.

After completing renovations on their
headquarters in Pittsford, the duo have
settled into the new home of their full-ser-
vice construction management company.

In just more than two years, Hamilton
Stern Construction has completed or begun
work on a variety of commercial, health
care, industrial and residential projects,
ranging in cost from $25,000 to $5 million.
Those projects include building renova-
tions to the Niagara Falls Air Force Base,
the build-out of Savers thrift store in Hen-
rietta and the corporate offices of Chain-
treuil Jensen and Stark Architects LLP.

Hamilton and Stern’s dream of owning
a business together began in 1998, when
they met as teammates on the basketball
team at Rochester Institute of Technology.
They clicked instantly.

“*We kind of knew right then and there
that one day we would be working togeth-

r,” Stern said.

Both Stern and Hamilton were civil
engineering majors. After graduating in
2003, they worked as project engineers
at MLB Construction Services LLC in
Ballston Spa, Saratoga County, before
pursuing scparate ventures.

Stern went to work as a project man-
ager for LeCesse Construction Services
LLC, a commercial construction manage-
ment company with offices in Henrietta,
Hamilton became a project manager for
Mazzarella & Cannan LLC, a real estate
development and property management
company in Rochester.

Both Hamilton and Stern said the contacts
they made working for those two companies
served as the building blocks for their con-
struction firm. The duo formed the company
in early 2010, with two other employees.

Hamilton Stern Construction took shape
in a temporary office on Humboldt Street
in Rochester. The company’s first major
project came in May 2011, a 7,000-square-
foot addition and renovation of Tire World

Auto Service Center in Penfield. The reno-
vations, completed in October, included a
new showroom and an expansion from five
to nine service bays.

As the project wrapped up, Hamilton
Stern Construction was moved into its
5,000-square-foot office and warehouse
space on Monroe Avenue in Pittsford.
Stern and Hamilton spent the first few
months working together in a small of-
fice in the building while their construction
team completed renovations.

The space, which previously housed the
Three Crowns gift shop, now features their
offices, a spiral staircase, conference area
and kitchen. Hamilton said the next step is
hiring a receptionist as business picks up.

“We’re growing to the point where we
need help,” Hamilton said. “That’s a good
thing.”

The firm has 12 employees, but each
client still gets the services of either Ham-
ilton or Stern.

“We’re very hands-on. Either Justin or
T will see each project from start to fin-
ish,” Stern said.

Hamilton said the company owes its ear-
ly success to word-of-mouth marketing,
several repeat customers and the chemis-
try between its 32-year-old co-founders.

“I tell people Chris is like my broth-
er from another mother,” Hamilton said.
“We're able to bounce ideas off each other.
He knows what I'm thinking before 1 say
it. That’s the beauty of having a partner.”

tsmith @rbj.net / 585-546-8303

CORRECTIONS AND
AMPLIFICATIONS

In the Homebuilders list published April
27, the stated number of units built by Co-
nifer-LeChase Construction in 2011 was
companywide. The firm built 347 units in
Monroe, Genesee, Livingston, Ontario,
Orleans and Wayne counties.

In the Q4 feature published May 4, Wil-
liam Verhelle’s title was misidentified. Ver-
helle is CEO of First American Equipment
Finance. Alan Sikora is the firm’s president.

The Private-Sector Employers list in the
May 4 issue contained an error due to in-
correct information provided. Unity Health
System has 5,472 employees, of which
3,829 are full-time and 1,643 are part-time.
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SPOTLIGHT

($10,000 & ABOVE)
DAVENPORT-HATCH FOUNDATION
THE BULLIS FUND OF THE RDCHESTER
AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
THE HALLOWELL FUND OF THE
AOCHESTER AREA COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

THE HARCOURT M. AN VIRGINIA W.
SYLVESTER FOUNDATION, INC.
XEROX CORPORATION

TORCH ($5,000-59,999)
ALLSTATEINSURANCE CO.

8. THOMAS GOLISAND FOUKDATION
CATALYST

CHILD CARE COUNCIL

DAMSY MARDUIS JONES FOURDATION
EXCELLUS BLUECROSS BLUESHIELD
NORD FAMILY FOUNDATION

RE“LE- T GOMMUNITY FEDERAL CREDIT

ROCHESTER ALTO DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

VEAIZON WIRELESS

'WEGMANS FDOD MARKETS

WILLIAM G MCGOWAR CHARITABLE
RUST. INC.

BEACON ($2,500-54,959)
BAUSCH & LOMS
DEMUGRAT AND CHAONICLE MEDIA

GROUP

FAONTIER CORFORATION
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS
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ANIZALAK AND DAN AMZALAK
GUTLERTILL MEDIA SERVICES INC.
CANANDAIGUA NATIONAL BANK
AND TRUST
cAN LD & TACK, INC

ACH

Ms'MAN KODAK COMPANY
ENTERCOM MAREETING RESULTS

GROUP

FalRPOAT SAVINGS BANK

FAED & FLOY WILLMOTT FOUNDATION
HAATER SECREST & EMERYLLP
HILLSIDE FAMILY DF AGENCIES
HISCOCK & BARCLAY, LL®

MASON SELXOWITZ MARKETING

RIBUTORS AND IN-KIND DONORS

MVR HEALTH CARE

SIGMA MARKETING GROUP

STEAN PROPERTIES

STORMFAQE, INC.

WILMORITE MARAGEMENT GROUP

LAMPLIGHT ($500-$999)
AMERICAN SWEEPSTAKES &
PAOMOTION €O
BAAKD COOL
anmnymfssanc«

TV NEW!
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COGNITIVE MARKETING, INC.
CONBER PRESS
EBDKCOMMLMCA IONS LLC
DUNKIN' DONU

HAMMER ’ACKJ‘IAG
HAWKEVE/MOSAIC
KEYBANK

LAMAR ADVERTISING
LAMGUAGE INTELLIGENCE LTD
MAT BANK

MEDI& KETWORKS, INC
MERLIN INTERKATIDNAL
MICROERA PINTERS
MEWS10 NBC, WHEC-TV ln
PULSE MARKETING GROUI
SHOPPING BAB -mwmlsm
SIGNS NOW

THOMSON REUTERS
VALASSIS SALES &
MARKETING SERVICES, INC
THE VEADI GROUP, INC.
WIODDS, OVIATT, GILMAN, LLP
WRDE-TV § & FOX ROCHESTER

W.B. POTTER
SOCIETY
MEMBERS

JACE KRA.JSﬂMR CHAIR
ROBEAT BARE
SL.SANMJAN\LLBMN{S

JIM Bnmmurm
JEAN BEZEK

MARTHA BUSH & JOHN TRACEY*
GLENN G Aﬁ

GARY DOM

MICHAEL & VICTOHM DOYLE"
LAWRENCE F

DENNIS Lnss

JOHN GERACI

AKIEL MAHANY

CHAISTOPHER & J-M\E MALFITANG
STEPHEN MARTIN

FENNIE MONULTY*

KAREN MENAC]
DAKIEL MEYERS
JESSICA MUARAY. ESD."
WILLIAM MURTHA®

Ad;Councﬂ

((._) » Be Heard.

SUSANNE FERRONE
BARBARA PIEACE, APR*
DAN& \.ﬂL.II[LL POTTER
TOM PROIETTI

D] NEGJ\NLISK
CHUCK SAMUELS*
LAURA SAXBY LYNCH®
SUZANNE SELDES®
ANNE SYLVESTER®
GEDFFAEY TAYLOR®
GINA TESTA®

DKITA WALLACE®
WALLACE

LISLIE 201 NDW*
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ROCHESTER BUSINESS JOUANAL
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TIME WARNER CABLE

WWAOC-TV B & FOX ROCHESTER

§10,000 - $24,939
[ vl

[ BROADCASTING

THE DAILY RECDAD
FINGER LAKES RADIO GROUP
GOLFWEEK

5,000 - $9,999
ADAM BAVANT
ANN MCALLISTER
CLARKCSM
EMPIRE STATE WEEKLIES
FREETIME MAGAZINE
GENESEE VALLEY PARENT
GENESEE VALLEY PENNY SAVER
LAMAR ADVERTISING
MINORITY REFDATER
WWESTERN NEW YORK PHYSICIAN

CAEATIVE
SOUGIER HFSIGN
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ADHUE
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CANFIELD & TACK, INC
CRUX RESEARCH
DUNKIN DONUTS
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HISCOCK B BARCLAY, LLP
INNOVATIVE SOLUITIONS
JFK, COMMUNICATIONS
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